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Presentation Overview 

• Background 
• Overview of National Greenhouse and 

Energy Reporting Legislation 
• Tools for reporters 
• Next Steps 

– Registering 
– Streamlining Reporting 
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The National Greenhouse and 

Energy Reporting Act 2007 
 

• 	 provides for a reporting system that will ensure: 
–	 robust and transparent emissions and energy reporting 

for an Australian emissions trading scheme 
– A  streamlined national reporting point for greenhouse 

gas emissions and energy data to assist Commonwealth, 
State and Territory government programs and activities 

–	 Consistent information provided to the Australian public 
– 	 Australia’s international reporting obligations are met 



Coverage 
• 	 By the 2010-11 reporting period the legislation is 

expected to cover around 700 medium and large
corporations. 

• 	 The reporting system will improve data coverage to 
over 70% of greenhouse gas emissions in the 
covered sectors. 

• 	 Non energy greenhouse gas emissions from 
agriculture, land use, land use change and forestry
activities will not be included until methodologies for
reporting at the facility and corporation level are
sufficiently developed. 



Legislative Framework 

The 
Greenhouse 
and Energy 
Data Officer 



What is required by the legislation?
 

• Corporations that may  meet or exceed 
thresholds should be collecting greenhouse 
gas emissions and energy data 

• Corporations likely  to meet thresholds next 
financial year should be considering setting up 
GHG and energy accounting and reporting 
systems 



Key issues to consider 

• Constitutional corporations 
• Controlling corporations and corporate 

group 
• Operational control 
• Facility 
• Thresholds – corporate and  facility 



Who registers and reports? 
 

• Constitutional Corporations 
– A corporation under section 51 (xx) of the 

Constitution 
– If an organisation is unsure of their status 

they should seek legal advice 



Who registers and reports? 
•	 Controlling Corporation is a corporation which does 

not have a holding company incorporated in Australia. 
• 	 The corporate group includes: 

Controlling
Corporation 

Subsidiary 1 Subsidiary 2 JV/Partnership 



Who registers and reports? 

Operational control
 

• 	 A corporation is considered to have operational 
control over a facility if it has the authority to 
introduce and implement: 
i) operating; 
 

ii) health and safety; and 
 

iii)environmental policies. 




Who registers and reports? 

Facilities
 

• 	 A facility is an activity, or a series of activities (including 
ancillary activities) ... that form a single undertaking or 
enterprise and meet the requirement of the regulations... 

• 	 Regulations specify that a single undertaking or 
enterprise consists of: 
– 	 Activities that together produce 1 or more products or services; 

and
 

– occur at a single site
 
• 	 The GEDO can also declare a facility 



Who registers and reports? 

• Specific circumstances: 

– Networks (electricity, gas, water, sewerage and
telecommunications) can cross large distances but
may be reported as a single facility. 

– Transport (principal activity): are non stationary
in nature and therefore difficult to attribute to a 
single site. Regulations allow for reporting at a state
or territory level. 

– Network and transport sectors exempt from single 
site criteria are listed in the Regulations 



NGER Act thresholds 



Greenhouse Gas Emissions 



Energy Reporting 

• Energy reporting covers: 

Production of energy 

Consumption of energy 

= mandatory to report 



Who registers 
and reports? 



Reporting Obligations 
 
• Data needs to be reported to the GEDO from 

facilities covering: 
– Greenhouse gas emissions – activity data 

converted to emissions using default emissions 
factors or other estimation techniques (as outlined
in the Measurement Determination) 

– Energy Consumption – amount consumed 


multiplied by an energy content factor 
 

– Energy Production – amount produced multiplied by 
an energy content factor 



The Online Reporting Tool 



Public disclosure
 

• 	 GEDO will publish on a website: 
– 	 greenhouse gas emissions (scope 1 & 2 disaggregated); 
–	 energy consumption; and 
– 	 energy production totals; 

•	 for a controlling corporation and the members of the 
controlling corporation’s group or business units 
under the controlling corporation. 

•	 Focus group being formed to discuss public disclosure 



Compliance 


• Range of approaches to ensure confidence in 
reported data 
– Capacity building and cooperation 
– Enforceable undertakings and infringement notices 
– Civil penalties – e.g. For not registering, not 


reporting, not keeping records etc. 
 

– CEO liability 
– Offence under Crimes Act to provide false 


information 
 

– External audit provisions 



Compliance - External Audit
 

• Key compliance testing measure 
– Corporations can be instructed to undertake audits 

by the GEDO on suspicion of non-compliance. 
– Alternatively the GEDO can choose to undertake 

random audits at his own discretion 
• Subordinate legislation needed for the 

measure to be to applied 
– Further consultation during 2nd half 2008 



Support materials 



Online Calculator 
• Assessing whether a corporation is likely to 

meet thresholds under the Act 



What next?
 

• If a corporation is likely to meet any of the 
thresholds then it should apply to register. 

• For the 2008-2009 period corporations 
need to apply to register by 31 August 
2009 and report by 31 October 2009. 

• An online registration tool is available on 
the website. 



Next steps - streamlining 

• NGER Act is the first step in bringing together 
a nationally consistent reporting system 

• Experts Group under COAG looking at 
streamlining reporting 

• Commonwealth, state and territory program 
managers working to ensure that reporting 
approaches are nationally consistent. 



Next Steps - NGERS 

• Further OSCAR development 
• External Audit consultations 
• Regulations for external auditors and 


mandatory external audit guidelines
 

• Public disclosure focus group 
• Case studies 



Further information 

• Visit the website 
www.climatechange.gov.au/reporting 

• Contact the Greenhouse and Energy Data 
Officer: 
– Email: reporting@climatechange.gov.au 
– Toll free hotline: 1800 018 831 



Questions? 


